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Advanced solar array technology is expected to be critical in achieving the 
mission goals on many future NASA space flight programs. Current PV cell 
development programs offer significant potential and performance 
improvements. However, in order to achieve the performance improvements 
promised by these devices, new solar array structures must be designed and 
developed to accommodate these new PV cell technologies. This paper will 
address the use of advanced solar array technology in future NASA space 
missions and specifically look at how newer solar cell technologies impact 
solar array designs and overall power system performance. 
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Advanced solar array technology is expected to be critical in achieving the mission 
goals on many future NASA space flight programs. Over the years, significant 
improvements have been made in solar cell technology, specifically in achieving 
higher cell efficiencies, to improve array performance. During this time, solar 
array/panel technology has changed only slightly. Current photovoltaic cell 
development programs, specifically in the areas of thin film, concentrator and novel 
high efficiency devices, offer significant potential and performance improvements. 
However, in order to utilize these new technologies and achieve the performance 
improvements promised by these devices, new solar array structures must be designed 
and developed to accommodate these new PV cell technologies. This paper will 
address the use of advanced solar array technology in future NASA space missions and 
specifically look at how newer solar cell technologies impact solar array designs. 

A solar array system study was previously conducted by AEC-Able Engineering under 
NASA funding to look at advanced solar array technology for various NASA missions. 
Preliminary results of this study have been previously presented. This paper will 
present additions made to the study since that time and provide a more comprehensive 
analysis of the results and the implications, at the systedarray level, of using 
advanced photovoltaic technology. The paper will specifically review not only the 
benefits of using advanced technology under specific mission requirements, but also 
quantify the impacts of cell technology at the array level. A summary of the different 
missions and the requirements for those missions is given in Table I. 

The results of the study will also be analyzed and quantified to identify key 
photovoltaic cell and blanket component technologies that drive or severely impact 
system level array performance. These results will then be presented to guide PV 
cellhlanket technology research in an effort to optimize not just cell level, but total 



solar array performance. Recommendations will then be made for future PV cell 
research, based on these overall mission and system requirements. 

Table I. NASA mission types and requirements addressed under the study. 
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